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They must for once have been possessed of the patience of the
angels (not usually a national characteristic), for the slightest
infringement of any of the hundreds of regulations laid down by
the Japanese authorities brought immediate reprisals. One day
the East India Company decided to build a new storehouse. The
date, according to the custom of the times, was painted on the

THE NEW JAPAN
facade with the usual prefix AJX, or Anno Domini* As this was
a direct reference to the Dominus of those Christians whom the
Japanese had come to regard as we ourselves regard Bolshevist
agitators fresh from Moscow, the Shogun gave orders not only to
remove the offensive letters but to tear the entire building down
and to remind the Dutch of that terrible edict of expulsion of the
Portuguese which had ended with the words:
" As long as the son warms the earth* let no Christian be so
bold as to come to Japan, and let all people know that if King
Philip himself or even the very God of the Christians break this
commandment, they shall pay for it with their heads,"